CSA TOP TIPS FOR TRAINERS
· Best preparation is patient exposure i.e. seeing patients
· Aim to get trainees down to 10 minute consultations before their exam if possible (using catch slots as needed). 
· Use joint surgeries and videos to observe and give constructive feedback (videos especially useful if a trainee has previously attempted the CSA and been unsuccessful)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Consider in house CSA mock exam – some trainers use members of staff to role play – gives a trainee a feel of being ‘observed’ prior to the exam
· In the exam the trainee has a white board to write on and this can be used for anything including prompts for weak areas e.g. remember ICE
· The CSA is not the AKT but clinical management is still part of the assessment  so they still need to be aware of guidelines etc
· Get trainees to experiment with creating their own CSA cases and marking schedules to get a feel for the exam
· CSA case cards have useful explanations on them and available from RCGP college bookshop ? something for the practice library
· RCGP website is a resource for exam structure and what to bring etc
· Practice CSA cases with your trainee in tutorials – lots of books available and on line.  Remember they will have 2 minutes between cases to read the candidate information
· Encourage peer CSA practice with other trainees
· Comfort tips.  Food if exam in the afternoon.  Rooms can differ in temperature in the college so may benefit from wearing layers of clothing.
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